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the nest '" Oh, come on, don't let us stop/' said Arthur, who was getting excited at the sight of the wood , so they broke into a trot again and were soon across the brook, up the slope and into the Spinney *Here they advanced as noiselessly as possible, lest keepeis or othei enemies should be about, and stopped at the foot of a tall fir, at the top of which Martin pointed out with pride the kestrel's nest, the object of then search
2   Now came the tug of war It was   a   very
difficult tree to climb until the branches were reached, the first of which was some fourteen feet up, for the trunk was too thick at the bottom to be swarmed, in fact, neither of the boys could reach moie than half round it with their arms
"DP THE SLOPE  AND INTO  JTIIE